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Columbia University Press, United States, 2004. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 190 x 127 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. In the
radically chang ed and hig hly charg ed political atmosphere that has overtaken the United States-and to varying  deg rees the rest of the world-
since September 11, 2001, the notion that cultures can harmoniously and productively coexist has come to seem like little more than a quaint
fiction. In this time of heig htened animosity and ag g ression, have humanistic values and democratic principles become irrelevant? Are they
merely utopian fantasies? Or are they now more urg ent and necessary than ever before? Ever since the ascendancy of critical theory and
multicultural studies in the 1960s and 1970s, traditional humanistic education has been under assault. OGen condemned as the intolerant voice
of the masculine establishment and reg ularly associated with Eurocentrism and even imperialism, the once-sacred literary canon is now more
likely to be ridiculed than revered. While this seismic shiG-broug ht on by advances in technolog ical communication, intellectual specialization,
and cultural sensitivity-has eroded the former primacy of the humanities, Edward Said arg ues that a more democratic form of humanism-one
that aims to incorporate, emancipate, and enlig hten-is still possible. A lifelong  humanist, Said believed that self-knowledg e is the hig hest form
of human achievement and the true g oal of humanistic education. But he also believed that self-knowledg e is unattainable without an equal
deg ree of self-criticism, or the awareness that comes from studying  and experiencing  other peoples, traditions, and ideas. Proposing  a return
to philolog y and a more expansive literary canon as strateg ies for revitalizing  the humanities, Said contends that words are not merely
passive fig ures but vital ag ents in historical and political chang e. Intellectuals must reclaim an active role in public life, but at the same time,
insularity and parochialism, as well as the academic trend toward needless...
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