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immediacy one rarely finds in ancient, translated texts. Poems addressed to Yu Xuanji s husband and to other men (some famous poets) and
women give us some sense of her relationships; the book also includes other traditional Chinese forms such as meditations on landscapes
and occasional poems commemorating feast days. As noted in the introduction, the poetry also provokes us to think about the act of writing,
about the culture and politics of the T ang Dynasty, and about gender.
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