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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The most important prayer that the Church offers to Almighty God after the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is
the Officium Divinum, or Divine Office, contained in a liturgical book called the Breviarium Romanum, or Roman Breviary. In fact, the Mass is
part of the Divine Office, and they are so intertwined in the public liturgy of the Church that one is really incomplete without the other. This same
Office is chanted by monks in traditional monasteries and nuns in traditional convents, and is recited by members of lay orders and devout
Catholic faithful. To give praise and glory to God throughout the hours of the day in the name of the Church, the clergy are placed under the
duty of praying it daily. From this fact, it is called the Office, the word in this sense coming from the Latin word officium, meaning duty. Recent
popes, like Pope St. Pius X and Pope Pius XIl, have encouraged the laity to participate in saying the Office as well and for this reason have
bestowed rich indulgences upon those of the faithful who do so. The Divine Office itselfis made up of the 150 psalms of the Old Testament, so
divided throughout the seven days of the week that all the psalms are recited in one week. The psalms, the divinely-inspired poetical prayers,
principally of King David, have always been the center of the Church s liturgical worship, just as they were at the temple during Old Testament
times. Besides the psalms, there are readings from Sacred Scripture, commentaries on Sacred Scripture from the Fathers and Doctors of the
Church, and short accounts of the...
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