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EVOLUT IONARY FORENSIC  PSYC HOLOGY: DARWINIAN FOUNDAT IONS OF C RIME AND LAW    
(HARDBAC K)

Oxford University Press Inc, United States, 2008. Hardback. Book Condition: New. Parental Adviso.. 236 x 155 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The field of forensic psycholog y explores the intersection of psycholog y and the law. The purpose of this
book is to examine topics in the field using  the powerful, multidisciplinary, conceptually integ rated approach that the natural sciences have
embraced for decades with g reat success. Darwin s theory of evolution by natural selection is the meta-theoretical framework that unifies the
field of biolog y. It unites research and understanding  of the development, control, and org anization of behavior. The study of humans, which
includes all of the social sciences, is part of the field of biolog y. Darwin s theory provides a powerful meta-theoretical framework that can unify
and energ ize forensic psycholog y, just as it has the biolog ical sciences. Evolutionary processes undoubtedly shaped physiolog ical
characteristics to help solve problems of survival and reproduction. The lung s, for example, with their vast surface area and moist membranes
are marvelous adaptions for extracting  oxyg en and releasing  carbon dioxide. Natural selection is the only known process capable of shaping
complex functional mechanisms. Just as it shaped physiolog ical adaptations with specific problem-solving  functions, it also shaped our
thoug hts and emotions to g uide behaviors toward solving  recurrent problems of survival and reproduction. With this log ic, we can use
knowledg e of ancestral problems to g uide our understanding  of how the mind works. Evolutionary Forensic Psycholog y is a necessary step
toward a unified and complete understanding  of psycholog y and the law. It recog nizes that crimes such as murder, non-lethal violence, rape,
and theE are manifestations of evolutionarily recurrent selection when they g ave individuals an advantag e in competition for resources. Each
of the chapters that comprise this volume has been selected to provide the first unified examination...
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