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sleep, and perish all too soon; Her hands were perfect in their mould, and nameless in their grace, And | loved that lady from the hour | first
beheld her face. Her arms were clasped upon her breast, and on her brow was bound, One single gem that flung afar resplendent radiance
round; An emblem of herself it seemed, so peerless and so high, No star e er wore a light more fair--set in the midnight sky. | loved her with
the eagerness of my secluded youth, I loved her till my soul became full of impassioned truth; Till my heart was like a quivering lyre, that
echoed but her name, And a burning life lit up my brain, like clear and lambent flame. Our vows were plighted even then, ere the slow steps of
time Had trodden down like weeds the hearts whose love was so sublime. It may be many gazed on us with sneers of worldly pride, For we
sought not to conceal that love; it was too deep to hide! The memory of that time is fraught with light as from above, Surely a something
breathed of heaven in that immortal love. And that celestial lady s looks, those fond and loving eyes Seem, in their blue and distant gleams,
long lost amid the skies. That dream is past--that bond is rent--ask thou not where or how; It boots not...
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