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Forg otten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Excerpt from The American Relief Administration in Czecho-Slovakia: A Sketch of the Child-Feeding  Operations of the Mission to
Czecho-Slovakia, 1919-1921, Prag ue, Czecho-Slovakia, December, 1921 1. Political Dismemberment and Economic Disinteg ration. The close of
the Great War witnessed the political dismemberment and the break-up of the economic solidarity of the Austro-Hung arian Empire. The
Empire, as has frequently been pointed out, was an economic unit and self-sustaining  in the essentials of life. Western Austria, Bohemia and
Silesia furnished the manufactured g oods, the raw materials and fuel; the Danube plains the food; and the Baltic, Adriatic, and Black Seas
access to the world markets. Among  the provinces there was free trade and exchang e of food from the country for manufactured g oods from
the town. Althoug h the Empire was larg ely spared the physical destruction of war, save in Galicia, the wastag e of five years incident to
mobilized armies sank the birth-rate below the death-rate, spread disease, disrupted transportation, paralyzed industry and bi oug ht
ag ricultural production to a dang erous level. The accumulating  force of all of these evils was emphasized and ag g ravated by the artificial
restrictions to transport and trade immediately erected by each of the six new nations into which the Empire was divided. The former
economic solidarity was completely broken and within each country there beg an an acute strug g le for existence within the confines of its own
frontiers. The immediate eDect was the debasement of the common currency; the cost of living  mounted; hig her wag es were demanded; and
the process of inflation beg an. Czecho-Slovakia was untouched physically by the ravag es of the war save in a minor deg ree in north-eastern
Slovakia and northern Carpathian Russia and later in southern Slovakia...
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