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could stay at home. And then | washed myself with soap and hot water, and put on my best clothes, and went to church, where | could see
you. | did see you, and went home determined to die. But | wanted to die beautifully and pleasantly, without any pain. And then I recalled that
it was dangerous to sleep under an elder bush. We had a big one that was in full bloom. | robbed it of all its flowers, and then | put them in the
big box where the oats were kept and lay down in them. Did you ever notice the smoothness of oats? Soft to the touch as the skin of the
human body! However, | pulled down the lid and closed my eyes--fell asleep and was waked up a very sick boy. But | didn t die, as you can
see. What | wanted--that s more than | can tell. Of course, there was not the least hope of winning you--but you symbolised the hopelessness
oftrying to get out of the class into which I was born. Julia. You narrate splendidly, do you know! Did you ever go to school? Jean. A little. But |
have...
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