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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos)
from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1890. Excerpt: . . . OUR LITERATURE RESPONSE TO A TOAST AT THE BANQUET IN NEW YORK,
APRIL 30, 1889, GIVEN IN COMMEMORATION OF THE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF WASHINGTONS INAUGURATION. A Needful frugality, benignant
alike to both the participants in human utterance, has limited the allowance of each speaker this evening to ten minutes. Cut in thicker slices,
our little loaf of time would not suffice for all. This seems a meagre ration, but if we give to our life the Psalmists measure of seventy years, and
bear in mind the population of the globe, a little ciphering will show that no single man and brother is entitled even to so large a share of our
attention as this. Moreover, how few are the men in any generation who could not deliver the message with which their good or evil genius
has charged them in less than the sixth part of an hour. On an occasion like this, a speaker lies more than usually open to the temptation of
seeking the acceptable rather than the judicial word. And yet it is inevitable that public anniversaries, like those of private persons, should
suggest self-criticism as well as self-satisfaction. | shall not listen for such suggestions, though | may not altogether conceal that | am
conscious ofthem. | am to speak for literature, and of our own as forming now a recognized part ofit. This is not the place for critical balancing
of what we have done or leftundone...
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