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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand ***** Excerpt from An Elementary Course of Civil Engineering Could he have prevailed upon himself, in obedience to what appears to
be the pervading taste of the moment, to have pursued a different course, he should have held himself not only as recreant to that cause, but
as having contributed to weaken the powers of the human mind, by relieving it of the necessity for patient investigation and close reasoning,
which alone can give it that vigour which achieves excellence, and commands success in every department of life. United States Military
Academy, June 1, 1837. Note. As the author frequently receives letters from persons, about commencing the study of civil engineering, asking
his counsel, both as to the best course to be pursued, and the best works to be studied, he would, in this place, respectfully offer the following
remarks: A thorough acquaintance with the mathematics, the author considers as indispensable to a successful pursuit of this profession;
without this essential ground-work, he confesses, that he is entirely at a loss to conceive how any sound acquirements, other than a few
mechanical rules, acquired in the routine of practice, can be made in it. Without wishing to prejudice the works of others, the author would call
attention to the very complete Course of Mathematics of Professor Davies, late Professor of Mathematics in the Military Academy, as the best
that has fallen under his observation in the English language. The great success of this gentleman as a teacher, is alone a sufficient guarantee
of the excellence of his works, in the arrangements of which, moreover, he has followed the best of mathematical schools, - the French. As
more immediately connected...
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