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British Film Institute, United King dom, 2011. Hardback. Condition: New. 2010 ed.. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Britain emerg ed from
war a chang ed country, facing  new social, industrial and cultural challeng es. Its documentary film tradition - established in the 1930s and 1940s
around leg endary fig ures such as Grierson, Rotha and Jenning s - continued evolving , utilising  technical advances, displaying  robust aesthetic
concerns, and benefiting  from the entry into the industry of wealthy commercial sponsors. Thousands of films were seen by millions
worldwide. Received wisdom has been that British documentary went into swiF decline aFer the war, resurrected only by Free Cinema and the
arrival of television documentary. Shadows of Prog ress demolishes these simplistic assumptions, presenting  instead a complex and nuanced
picture of the sponsored documentary in flux. Patrick Russell and James Piers Taylor explore the reasons for the period s critical neg lect, and
address the sponsorship, production, distribution and key themes of British documentary. They paint a vivid picture of institutions - from public
bodies to multinational industries - constantly redefining  their relationships with film as a form of enlig htened public relations. Many of the
issues that these films addressed could not be more topical today: the rise of environmentalism; the balance of state and industry, individual
and community; a nation and a world travelling  from bust to boom and back ag ain. In the second part of the book, contributors from the
curatorial and academic world provide career biog raphies of key film-makers of the period. From Lindsay Anderson s lesser-known early career
to neg lected film-makers like John Krish, Sarah Erulkar, Eric Marquis and Derrick Knig ht, a kaleidoscopic picture is built up of the myriad
relationships of artist and sponsor.
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