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Purple Flag , 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. In The Lone, Cautious, Animal
Life, Paul Bowers establishes a natural connection of human existence within communities of animal life. The poems demonstrate close
observation of overlooked, ordinary life. Specific, but uncluttered, details combine with the poet s inferences presented in understated
eloquence. In addition to many domestic contexts, his subjects rang e from tiny Deer Mice to Wildebeest, including  cattle, horses, dog s, cats,
fox and birds. This is neither a perfunctory nor encyclopedic presentation. Bowers does not use animals for sentiment or inspiration. The
collection is not romantic, pastoral, or even ecolog ical, yet the awareness of something  other than human will g overns. Mindfulness is key to
the poet s vision. Bowers puts us in moments of discovery, of shared experience. His observed animals foil the human, who is aware of his
mortality. The poet so successfully intertwines human existence with animal life that readers will naturally recog nize their participation within a
g reater-than-supposed social context. Bowers doesn t devalue human life; he humbly sets it within this participatory context of survival.
Deceptively simple, these inviting  depictions carefully lead readers to sig nificant conclusions, aFirming  their own existence. At times, Bowers
style neg ates the very situation he creates. What is not said is powerful. His poetry leads to the point where lang uag e is unnecessary. His work
reflects a Buddhist, Jane Kenyon influence where the obvious is most vibrant, and the unspoken is most profound. The collection oFers a
matter-of fact reverence, an acknowledg ment of the perilous, temporary g iG of life. Not life as we try to make it, but life as it actually is. The
poet s mindfulness creates a stubborn personality, evident in all creatures, too real to be ig nored, too vulnerable to be mocked....
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