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Oxford University Press, United King dom, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish .
Brand New Book. Coral reefs have been long  reg arded with awe by the millions of people who
have encountered them over the centuries. Early seafarers were wary of them, naturalists were
confused by them, yet many coastal people benefited g reatly from these mysterious rocky
structures that g rew up to the surface of the sea. They have been rich in their supply of food, and
they provided a breakwater from storms and hig h waves to countless coastal communities that
developed from their protection. Their scale is enormous and their value hig h. Found in
countless locations around the world, from the Indo-Pacific coral reef province to the Caribbean
and Australia, they support both marine and human life. In this Very Short Introduction, Charles
Sheppard provides an account of what coral reefs are, how they are formed, how they have
evolved, and the biolog ical lessons we can learn from them. Today, the vibrancy and diversity
of these fascinating  ecosystems are under threat from over exploitation and could face future
extinction, unless our conservation efforts are stepped up in order to save them. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from...
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R e vie ws  

Undoubtedly, this is actually the finest work by any writer. It is really basic but excitement within the fiAy percent of your publication. Your way of life
period is g oing  to be enhance as soon as you comprehensive looking  over this ebook.
-- Ma tt Ma g g io     

A superior quality ebook and also the font used was interesting  to read throug h. This is for all who statte there was not a well worth reading . I
discovered this publication from my dad and i encourag ed this pdf to learn.
-- Fe lix  Le hne r Jr.      
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