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of its executive council, with the request that it may be printed and have any reference deemed appropriate. In a study of American education
four things are especially noteworthy namely: 1. While, at the beginning, and for a considerable period afterwards, the whole field of education
was mainly in possession of the ecclesiastical organizations of the country, there sprang up at length a conviction, which has since steadily
deepened, that the State and National Governments, dependent as they are for their security on the highest intelligence of the people, have
educational obligations most solemn and important. Indeed, so deep and moving has been this conviction that to-day not only is there no
commonwealth of the American Union without its public-school system of such scope and efficiency as to qualify students for the collegiate
studies, but in the States generally, though notin every one, there are yet higher institutions, known as universities, established by authority of
the State, and with endowments from the General Government in all cases where the public lands therein were still owned by the United States
at the date of their founding. 2. Notwithstanding all this intelligent interest in educational agencies - elementary, secondary, and superior - no
institution in the United States or in the Western Hemisphere has yet so entirely passed the collegiate rank as to constitute a university in the
highest sense; that is, an institution exclusively devoted to graduate work. The foremost of them can boast of little more than beginnings of it
in some oftheir departments. 3. Even...
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