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T HE KIRGHIZ AND WAKHI OF AFGHANIST AN: ADAPT AT ION T O C LOSED FRONT IERS AND WAR      
(2ND REVISED EDIT ION)

University of Washing ton Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Kirg hiz and Wakhi of Afg hanistan: Adaptation to Closed
Frontiers and War (2nd Revised edition), N.M. Shahrani, An extended new preface and a new epilog ue, written a=er the fall of the Taliban in
2001, place the Kirg hiz and Wakhi of Afg hanistan in the context of a vastly chang ed world. The orig inal book, first published in 1979, describes
the cultural and ecolog ical adaptation of the nomadic Kirg hiz and their ag riculturalist neig hbors, the Wakhi, to hig h altitudes and a frig id
climate in the Wakhan Corridor, a panhandle of Afg hanistan that borders Pakistan, the former Soviet Union, and the People's Republic of
China. The new Preface challeng es the assumption that the root cause of terrorism is relig ious. Shahrani asserts that the problem of terrorism
is fundamentally political and is historically linked to the inappropriate model of the centralized nation-state introduced to Afg hanistan by
colonial reg imes. The diBering  responses of the Kirg hiz and Wakhi to the Marxist coup are discussed in the new Epilog ue. Shahrani has closely
followed the flig ht of the Kirg hiz to Pakistan in 1978 and their eventual resettlement among  resentful Kurdish villag ers in eastern Turkey in 1982.
The ethnog raphic documentation and analysis of the transformation of Kirg hiz society, politics, economics, and demog raphy since their
exodus from the Pamirs oBers valuable lessons to our understanding  of the dynamics and true resilience of small pastoral nomadic
communities. M. Nazif Shahrani, an Afg han anthropolog ist, is chair of the Department of Near Eastern Lang uag es and Culture at Indiana
University.
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