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Demand *****.Excerpt from The Over-Mountain Men: Some Passag es From a Pag e of Neg lected History To judg e of what a people are of their
possibilities and potentialities, we must take account not only of their past history, but also of the ethnic constituents that has g one into their
composition. The enduring ness and streng th, alike of a building  and a people, depend upon the quality of its separate materials and the
firmness and harmony of its construction. Estimated in this way the people of East Tennessee, and their antecedents in western North
Carolina, are entitled to a hig h consideration and a front rank in the esteem of the patriotic American. No section of this country can of rig ht lay
a better claim to the title of pure American than that secluded reg ion, and to none is the debt of g ratitude of the nation g reater. The one fierce
blow they struck for American Independence was sharp and swiF, but it was decisive. Cornwallis having  carried all before him in South Carolina
was bent on making  a junction with Howe in Virg inia, and, by their conjoined forces, they hoped to bear down the army of Washing ton, then
weakened and dispirited with defeat. The intrepid Ferg uson was sent forward to open up the way by enlisting  all the Tories in the king  s army,
capturing  or putting  to death all the Whig s, and laying  waste the country. We all know now, from a few pag es of history, how well he was
performing  his mission when it was suddenly and effectually broug ht to an end at King s Mountain. The men that met him there were mostly the
mountain men from what was then West...
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