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Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject American Studies - Literature, g rade: 1,0, Dresden Technical University, course: HS Outstanding
Film Directors, 7 entries in the bibliog raphy, lang uag e: Eng lish, abstract: In this paper for the seminar 'Outstanding  Film Directors' I want to
analyze two movies by Joel and Ethan Coen, namely 'Farg o' (1996) and 'The Big  Lebowski', its successor from the year 1998. AIer introducing
the movies along  with their characters, storylines, symbolism, and other relevant issues, I am planning  on pointing  out to what extend they
are similar and typically 'Coen-esque', and how they diKer. Special attention will be paid to the kidnapping -theme used in both movies, to the
display of violence, and to the stylistic devices, especially to those that define the various g enres (detective story, western, etc.) utilized by the
directors. The way the Coens play with the expectations of their viewers and critics is also supposed to be a topic of this work. However, before
I beg in my paper, I would like to introduce the directors to the reader. Joel and Ethan Coen, oIen referred to as the Coen brothers or the 'two-
headed director', were born in St. Louis Park, Minnesota in 1954 and 1957 respectively. While Joel is always credited as the director, Ethan only
appears as the producer. In reality thoug h, both of them write, direct, and produce their movies, and also do the cutting , which mig ht be one
reason for their aforementioned nickname. Moreover, this fact underlines the humong ous influence they have on the resulting  product, as all
the crucial production steps are carried into execution by them. It also explains the perfectionism to which they attach g reat importance....
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