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T HE KEA; A NEW ZEALAND PROBLEM, INC LUDING A FULL DESC RIPT ION OF T HIS VERY    
INT EREST ING BIRD, IT S HABIT AT  AND WAYS    

Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing  text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the orig inal
book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: .tig ers, who will not attack man except under provocation,
and also man-eaters, who seem to take a special delig ht in killing  men; so, among  the Keas, many of them never attack sheep, while others,
usually old birds, seem to enjoy nothing  better. Ag ain, the Keas do not, as many people suppose, choose the lambs or weakling s, but in most
cases the choicest of the flocks is killed. The usual mode of attack seems to be as follows. The bird settles on the g round near its quarry, and,
aGer hopping  about here and there for some time, leaps on to its prey, usually on the rump. If it cannot obtain a firm g rip with its claws, the
movement of the sheep may cause it to fall, but the Kea seems rather to enjoy the sensation, and so tries ag ain until it has securely perched
itself on the sheep s back. Then the murderer beg ins cruelly to pull out the wool with its powerful beak, until it g ets down to the flesh. The
sheep, which for some time has been moving  uneasily about, g ives a jump as the beak enters the flesh, and then commences to run wildly
about here and there in vain eHorts to rid itself of its tormentor. When, however, the poor beast discovers that it cannot dislodg e its enemy, it
seems to lose its head, and rushes blindly about, usually at a hig h speed. Sometimes the birds run the sheep to death, and then...
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