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*****.From the PREFACE. AT Sydney in the spring  of 1889 A. D., while I was neg otiating  a passag e to Eng land for my wife and myself via China
and Japan, an opportunity unexpectedly oEered itself of visiting  Java en route to Hong  Kong . We did not let the chance slip, and at once, as
became g lobe trotters, searched the booksellers shops for anything  which mig ht enable us, on reaching  the island, to pose before our fellow-
travellers as experts in the matter of Krises and connoisseurs in coEee. To our disappointment we were unable to find any books of any kind
relating  to Java, except a record of travel called The Australian abroad, and we had to content ourselves with the determination to make the
best use of our eyes and ears while we were in the island, and to pay an early visit to the British Museum aGer our arrival in Eng land to g et at
the best books which have been written on this most interesting  Dutch possession. From the day when, passing  throug h the straits of Lombok,
between the two mig hty peaks of Lombok and Bali, we found ourselves within the g reat volcanic g irdle which encircles the Malay Archipelag o,
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