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scandal of sports history, eight Chicago White Sox players-including Shoeless Joe Jackson-agreed to throw the 1919 World Series to the
Cincinnati Reds in exchange for the promise of $20,000 each from gamblers reportedly working for New York mobster Arnold Rothstein. Heavily
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August of 1921. The following day, Judge Kennesaw Mountain Landis, baseball s new commissioner, regardless of the verdicts of juries,
banned the eight players for life. And thus the Black Sox entered into American mythology. Guilty or innocent? Guilty and innocent? The country
wasn t sure in 1921, and as Fountain shows, we still aren t sure today. But we are continually pulled to the story, because so much of modern
sport, and our attitude towards it, springs from the scandal. Fountain traces the Black Sox story from its roots in the gambling culture that
pervaded the game in the years surrounding World War I, through the confusing events of the 1919 World Series itself, to the noisy aftermath
and trial, and...
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