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Oxford University Press, United King dom, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. In the most famous
scandal of sports history, eig ht Chicag o White Sox players-including  Shoeless Joe Jackson-ag reed to throw the 1919 World Series to the
Cincinnati Reds in exchang e for the promise of $20,000 each from g amblers reportedly working  for New York mobster Arnold Rothstein. Heavily
favored, Chicag o lost the Series five g ames to three. Althoug h rumors of a fix flew while the series was being  played, they were larg ely
disreg arded by players and the public at larg e. It wasn t until a year later that a g eneral investig ation into baseball g ambling  reopened the
case, and a nationwide scandal emerg ed. In this book, Charles Fountain oDers a full and eng ag ing  history of one of baseball s true moments
of crisis and hand-wring ing , and shows how the scandal chang ed the way American baseball was both manag ed and perceived. AEer an
extensive investig ation and a trial that became a national morality play, the jury returned not-g uilty verdicts for all of the White Sox players in
Aug ust of 1921. The following  day, Judg e Kennesaw Mountain Landis, baseball s new commissioner, reg ardless of the verdicts of juries,
banned the eig ht players for life. And thus the Black Sox entered into American mytholog y. Guilty or innocent? Guilty and innocent? The country
wasn t sure in 1921, and as Fountain shows, we still aren t sure today. But we are continually pulled to the story, because so much of modern
sport, and our attitude towards it, spring s from the scandal. Fountain traces the Black Sox story from its roots in the g ambling  culture that
pervaded the g ame in the years surrounding  World War I, throug h the confusing  events of the 1919 World Series itself, to the noisy aEermath
and trial, and...
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