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*****.Author Don Landy provides canine and feline pet owners with a first person look at g rief and g rieving  in a way that may surprise you. Don
Landy never expected to have a dog  in his life. ACer falling  for a German shepherd named Sabrina and spending  nearly eleven years tog ether,
Landy found himself sitting  on the floor holding  the lifeless body of his beloved dog  in his arms and sobbing  uncontrollably. Reeling  from the
loss he vows never ag ain to take a pet, and thereby sets himself up for the inevitable pain that most pet owners experience when the end
approaches. A Letter to Tia: Grief. Grieving . The Love, Pain and Loss of a Friend is his personal account of coming  face-to-face with g rief and
g rieving . Pet owners of all ag es will find comfort, insig ht, and at times humor in this reflective, life-aEirming  story of love and loss. A Letter to
Tia recounts Landy s past and present strug g le with the loss of pets. He starts with the death of his show cat, Charlie Brown, twenty-five years
ag o and continues throug h to the recent diag nosis received by Tia, his German shepherd. ACer the previous loss of Sabrina, Landy and his
wife accepted Tia into their lives with understandable trepidation. To insure they made the rig ht move they test the relationship between Tia
and their kitten Holly and discover they have become fast friends. However, when Tia is diag nosed with inoperable cancer at four years old,
the author finds himself staring  down the prospect of consuming  sadness over the g rim forecast for her survival. Landy chooses to process his
g rief full-on, identifying  the tremendous toll that loss takes on...
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