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Demand *****.Excerpt from The World-View of the Fourth Gospel: A Genetic Study The primary purpose of the following investigation is to
present various thought-phenomena which constitute the intellectual universe inhabited by the writer - or writers - to whom civilization owes
that remarkable Christian literary effort known as the Gospel of John. It must constantly be borne in mind that the Gospel is literature of a
distinctive religious cast. The paramount concern of religion is not so much the creation as the conservation of such values as best meet the
experiential test in the life of the individual or the community. As a writer holding a brief for the Christian religion of certain thinkers in the
Mediterranean area of the late first century A.D., the author of the Fourth Gospel naturally presents the data of that religion in such a way as to
conserve the values accepted and approved by that particular group and apprehensible also to the wider group of prospective Christian
converts from the other Hellenistic religions. It is this which distinguishes the Fourth Gospel from the rest of the New Testament writings,
certainly from the other three Gospels. The group of Christians represented by the writer has a different world-view from the groups associated
in the appearance of other early Christian writings. The historical figure standing at the center of religious life and thought is the same for all. It
is the world-view, the point of view of the universe, that is different for each. Every self-conscious human has a world-view. The unreflective
mind may not relate very cogently the various elements in its cosmos. Yet in so far as that mind finds religious expression...
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