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Its a sort of dynamic equivalence approach to editing in order to make it more available to contemporary people. | have simply tried to take

his work and make it my own, in the sense of comprehending its significance and application. In doing so, | have taken broad license to edit,

interpret, clarify and expand what | think Nevin is saying. My efforts will surely annoy Nevin purists, academics and intellectuals who are more
concerned with form than content. Why have | approached The Mystical Presence in this way Because | understand what Nevin said. His book,

like no other | have ever read, has brought together various strands of my own life and pursuits in such a way that has astonished me. It is like

he is already where | have been trying to go. | have been working over the past forty years to get where he was more than a century and a half
ago. Nevin was the American voice of the German Reformed tradition. Having studied under Charles Hodge at Princeton, he accepted a

position with the German Reformed Church to lead their only seminary. It is wonderfully curious that German immigrants would put an

American in such a position, but thats what they did. Nevin then called Philip Schaff, a Swiss born, German educated, Christian historian to join
him in this effort. They then made a huge splash in the American Christian scene, after which Schaff went to Union Seminary to support the
cause of liberal Christianity. And Nevin slipped into obscurity...
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