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§ November 3, 1870, on a San Francisco ferry, Laura Fair shot a bullet into the heart of her married
B lover, A. P. Crittenden. Throughout her two murder trials, Fair s lawyers, supported by expert

| The Trials of )
| v i testimony from physicians, claimed that the shooting was the result of temporary insani
'LAURA FAIR yrom phy & porary insanity

7 caused by a severely painful menstrual cycle. The first jury disregarded such testimony,

| choosing instead to focus on Fair s disreputable character. In the second trial, however, an
Carole Haber ! effective defense built on contemporary medical beliefs and gendered stereotypes led to a

] verdict that shocked Americans across the country. In this rousing history, Carole Haber probes
changing ideas about morality and immorality, masculinity and femininity, love and marriage,
health and disease, and mentalillness to show that all these concepts were reinvented in the
Victorian West. Haber s book examines the era s most controversial issues, including suffrage,
the gendered courts, women s physiology, and free love. This notorious story enriches our
understanding of Victorian society, opening the doorto a discussion about the ways...
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Reviews

The publication is easy in read safer to comprehend. It is actually rally intriguing throgh studying time. | am easily will get a delight of looking at a
created publication.
-- Claud Feest

An extremely great ebook with perfect and lucid answers. This is certainly for anyone who statte that there was not a well worth looking at. Its been
designed in an exceptionally simple way and is particularly only soon after i finished reading through this ebook in which actually transformed me,
modify the way in my opinion.

-- Libbie Farrell
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