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Technolog y Policy), course: Policy, Technolog y, Democracy, lang uag e: Eng lish, comment: Short essay, 1000 words , abstract: Formatting  the
statement: How to deal with If-Questions The statement 'Sustainability can be achieved by developing  smarter technolog ies' can be seen as
an aHirmative answer to the following  question: [1] If: Sustainability can be achieved by developing  smarter technolog ies If- or respectively
decision-demanding -questions allow two possibilities to answer: an aHirmative and a neg ative one. Someone who wants to claim the
proposition of the question is oblig ed to g ive a proof. Someone who wants to dispute the proposition of the question is oblig ed to g ive a
refutation. To identify what such a proof or rather a refutation has to contain, it is helpful to note down the question ag ain to show the log ical
structure more clearly: Is it the case, that [1 ] If developing  smarter technolog ies then Sustainability can be achieved Obviously it concerns an
implication clause, which demands further propositions that allow the transition from the antecedent to the succedent. A tautolog ical
transition can be constructed neither taking  any scientific proofs into consideration, nor making  any vag ue prog noses. Only the arbitrary
meaning  of the term smart has to be fixed in a g oal-directed way: [2] A technolog y is smart i f f1 it meets the needs of the present without
compromising  the ability of future g enerations to meet their own needs. Making  use of the rule of complete substitution of the definiendum
and the definiens we g et a tautolog y by putting  line [2] in line [1 ] and taking  the Brundland definition...
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