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Hong  Kong  University Press, Hong  Kong , 2012. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Florence Ayscoug h-poet,
translator, Sinolog ist, Shang hailander, sensual realist , avid collector, pioneering  photog rapher and early feminist champion of women s
rig hts in China. Ayscoug h s modernist translations of the classical poets still command respect, her ethnog raphic studies of the lives of
Chinese women still eng ender feminist critiques over three quarters of a century later and her collections of Chinese ceramics and objets now
form an important part of several American museums Asian art collections. Raised in Shang hai in an archetypal family in the late nineteenth
century, Ayscoug h was to become anything  but a typical foreig ner in China. Encourag ed by the New Eng land poet Amy Lowell, she became a
much soug ht-aCer translator in the early years of the new century, not least for her radical interpretations of the Tang  dynasty poet Tu Fu
published by the renowned literary critic Harriet Monroe. She later moved on to record China and particularly Chinese women using  the new
technolog y of photog raphy, turn the Royal Asiatic Society s Shang hai library into the best on the China Coast and build several impressive
collections featuring  jars from the Dowag er Empress Ci Xi, Ming  and Qing  ceramics. By the time of her death, Florence Ayscoug h leC a leg acy
of collecting  and scholarship unrivalled by any other foreig n woman in China before or since. In this biog raphy, Lindsay Shen recovers
Ayscoug h for posterity and returns her to us as a woman of amazing  intellectual vibrancy and streng th.
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