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Outskirts Press, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 198 x 124 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.In the British parliament, they have a tradition of Declaring  Your Interest during  debate and before voting  on an issue or bill. So I
will here declare my interest -- the poets who have influenced my poetry. Althoug h my preference of form is free verse, (or, as called in post-
modern American jarg on, open verse), several of the earliest poems that caug ht my attention and started my lifetime reading  would definitely
be labeled examples of formalism: Robert Herrick s Delig ht in Disorder (what hormone-invaded teen ag e boy would not find a kindred soul in
that poet?) and Edward Arling ton Robinson s Richard Corey. With two formalist poems, I had covered every young  poet s holy trinity -- love,
sex and death. This foray was followed by the mixed free verse and formalist lang uag e of T.S. Eliot s Hollow Men and Lovesong  of J. Alfred
Prufrock. Turns out, those were the only Eliot poems I liked. AIer that, thing s took a hard leI into the most free of free verse from Stephen
Crane. Wow! That warped my young  mind. And never disappeared. And then, Dr. WCW finally led me to free verse heaven with his style, diction,
typog raphy and g race of lang uag e, and there I met e e cumming s. Nothing  more need be said there. Then the explosion happened. Beat
Poets. Ginsburg  (whose poems led me backward to Whitman), Kerouac, Snyder, Di Prima, Whalen, Corso. Welch, McClure, Bob Dylan and the
g od of poetry forever and ever amen, Lawrence Ferling hetti. Lately, and I have no idea why it took so long , I have discovered the works of
David Ig natow and Charles Bukowski. All of these poets, and many others,...
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