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Number: (OCoLC)706826145 Subject: United States -- Armed Forces -- Operational readiness. Excerpt: . . . 11 There is no money in the budg et to
do that rig ht now. So what we are finding  is our equipment is being  worn out in those harsh conditions, and the extreme usag e of that forward
deployed, our home station readiness is, as I said in my statement, is suIering . We are running  roug hly about 60 percent of the supply
readiness - in other words 60 percent at home of what we should we have. That that is home is in g ood shape, but there is just less of it to
spread around for training  and less of it to g o to another contin-g ency. So that pressurizes what we call our procurement accounts - in other
words the ability for the procurement side of the Marine Corps to say, okay, we need to modernize. Let us invest into this. That pot of money is
decreasing  remarkably, and so we have less discretion to be able to buy those kinds of thing s to modernize the Marine Corps. So we find
ourselves doing  what our nation wants us to do, al-most wearing  out our equipment back home to a point where we are not completely
convinced we are g oing  to be able to modernize it without the help of Cong ress. RTIZ Mr. O. General Chandler. HANDLER General C. Sir, you
know that in our base budg et we funded weapons systems support at 65 percent. We certainly appre-ciate your support for the OCO increase
that allows us to g et to approximately 82 percent. That is why our number one unfunded priority in the Air Force is weapons...
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