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Demand *****.Excerpt from The Mystic Vision in the Grail Leg end and in the Divine Comedy The addition of even a sing le pag e to the
voluminous criticism of the Grail Leg end and the Divine Comedy can be justified only by the hope of sug g esting  a fresh interpretation in the
lig ht of hitherto unnoticed facts. But they have been examined from so many diCerent points of view that it would seem impossible to find any
line of thoug ht explanatory of questions in either, much less one which clears up problems in both. Nevertheless such a line of thoug ht is, I
believe, to be found in the history of the doctrine of transubstantiation, which from the controversies of the ninth century to its culmination in
the Later an Council of 1215 seems, strang ely enoug h, to have received little attention from the standpoint of its literary influence, thoug h it
needs but a moment s reflection to perceive that a dog ma so closely connected with the life and thoug ht of the later Middle Ag es must have
aCected contemporary literature. Emphasis on the sacramental system of the church as its g reat ag ent of salvation, and the special
g lorification of the eucharist as chief among  sacraments, received authoritative recog nition in the decree of this council, which declared
transubstantiation an article of faith, and placed it at the beg inning  of its confession in immediate connection with the fundamental doctrines
of the Trinity and the Incarnation. While the relig ious fervor thus evidenced found outward expression in elaboration of eucharistic ritual and in
the feast of Corpus Christi, its spiritual influence is no less marked in the mysticism of the day. About the Publisher Forg otten Books publishes
hundreds...
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