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Cornell University Press, United States, 2009. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. The
term feudal society is a caricature. It was invented by nineteenth-century historians to capture a particular period in French history, that of the
retreat of monarchy (and thus of state authority) and the supposed tyranny of fiefdoms. It had its uses. As caricatures g o, it was no worse than
many others. But it was both reductionist and unbalanced. Among  other thing s, it reduced society to bonds of dependency that were
ritualized and personalized, and it imag ined a scenario of quasi-independent castles, each with its own knig hts, existing  in a state of
continuous warfare with one another. It larg ely ig nored other links and networks, and it overlooked the fact that warfare between neig hbors
was intermittent and limited. Meanwhile, in the real world, apart from such conflict-thoug h sometimes throug h it-social construction was
g oing  on. -Dominique Barthelemy In a collection of combative essays, updated for this new translation, Dominique Barthelemy presents a
sharply revisionist account of the history of France around the year 1000. He challeng es the view, developed in the enormously influential
writing s of Georg es Duby and others, that France underwent a kind of revolution at the millennium that transformed it into the classic feudal,
or seig neurial, society we know from a host of colleg e textbooks. Barthelemy advances his own orig inal views, positing  a much more complex
and incremental evolution, and maintaining  that the post-Caroling ian world was more dynamic and creative than Duby and his successors
have held. Barthelemy s view requires historians to radically rethink their notions of the history of serfs and nobles, of the so-called Peace of
God movements, of the influence (indeed, even the existence) of millenarian fears, and of the nature of the leg al system in...
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