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Norton. 1 Cloth(s), 2011. hard. Book Condition: New. In a surprising ly entertaining  history filled with colorful characters, Jane Gleeson-White
takes us from the ancient orig ins of accounting  in Mesopotamia to the frontiers of modern finance. At the heart of the story is double-entry
bookkeeping ; made possible by Arabic mathematics, it was the first system that allowed merchants to actually measure the worth of their
businesses, and it fueled the Renaissance, enabled capitalism to flourish, and created the g lobal economy. "A lively and eleg antly written
account of the history of double-entry bookkeeping . Thoug h the topic hardly sounds intrig uing , the author makes ledg ers and numbers come
alive. As she writes: 'Our urg e to accountto measure and record our wealthis one of the oldest human impulses.'. This dynamic examination .
will likely become required reading  in business school curricula."Publishers Weekly (starred review) 294.
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