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and lucrative business pressing . A common method of extortion practiced by the underling s charg ed with a summons is thus described: - The
family usually flees at the appearance of the constables, and the latter smash dishes and break furniture until some responsible neg otiator
presents himself a bribe and a breakfast is oGered, but the harpies are not easily appeased. They bluster, poke holes with their staves in the tile
roofing , batter the iron pans, dislocate the tables, and threaten arrest, until a sum of money, as larg e as the aGlicted family can, by beg g ing ,
borrowing , and pawning , scrape tog ether, is handed over to them. Meanwhile, they are invited to smoke opium; a fowl is caug ht...
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