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number of our citizens, and even the policy and measures of the government are deeply involved in it. The subject, as now presented to our
view, is indeed one of vital importance to the people of the United States; and it particularly invites the attention - the most solemn and
deliberate consideration - of all who profess to be guided by the true principles of justice and philanthropy. It is not only to be viewed as a
matter of interest, at the present day. The great fundamental principles of universal liberty - the perpetuity of our free republican institutions -
the prosperity, the welfare, and the happiness of future generations - are measurably connected with the prospective issue of this fierce and
bloody conflict. But the prime cause, and the real objects of this war, are not distinctly understood by a large portion of the honest,
disinterested, and well-meaning citizens of the United States. Their means of obtaining correct information upon the subject have been
necessarily limited; and many of them have been deceived and misled, by the misrepresentations of those concerned in it, and especially by
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