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infantry advancing from the beaches. After being pulled out of Normandy, the airborne troops were said to be burning a hole in SHAEFs pocket,
and thus were launched into Holland as part of Montgomerys plan to gain a bridgehead across the Rhine. This daytime jump was less
confused than the nocturnal one, but there were more Germans than expected and fewer Allied forces in support. It was another maelstrom of
pointblank combat in all directions, and though the 82d achieved its objectives, the campaign as a whole achieved little but casualties. The
82d had hardly refilled with replacements when the Germans broke through the U. S. front in the Ardennes. The 82ds paratroopers were put
aboard trucks and hastened to stand in the way of the panzer onslaught. Passing through Bastogne they went farther north to St. Vith, where

the U. S. Tth Armored and other divisions were reeling. The 82nd held its own with quickly assembled defense perimeters, allowing other
units...
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