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deprecate, in some measure, the importance attached to my Opinions. It is true thati am no longer a stranger, that my name has become
familiar to almost every household in tho land, that | haye been en trusted with a most important duty; but all this, | think, may be attributed
as much to circumstance as to merit. | first came here for the purpose of compiling a brief history of the Colony, to be published in another
form, which gave me the fullest opportunity of understanding its real condi tion. The favorable conclusions | drew from the evidence before me
were made known to the community at a public meeting in the theatre; and thus, it was natural, on coming the second time, to complete my
original business, a. General desire should prevail for me to visit the upper country and judge honestly of its future, by my mining experience in
Califioruia, | believe, itis admitted by all, I have discharged the onerous duties of that exploration faithfully in every respect; that | have omitted
nothing, overlooked nothing, neglected nothing having a remote bearing on the future of the Colony, and | am here to night, after five
months excessive labor exposure and fatigue to submit to you the final result of my investigations. 1 con fess | have felt much anxiety about
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