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The University of Alabama Press, United States, 2018. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. An examination of the
first attempt to conquer cancer in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. In Malig nant Growth: Creating  the Modern Cancer Research
Establishment, 1875-1915, Alan I Marcus explores a relatively understudied period in the history of cancer by providing  a careful investig ation of
the first public crusade to determine the cause of cancer. The search for cancer s cause during  the heady era of bacteriolog y was colored by
the Germ Theory of Disease. Researchers had demonstrated in malady aGer malady that each disease was the result of a sing ular and specific
pathog enic ag ent. That model led investig ators to optimistically conclude that they would soon find the cause of what was termed the
emperor of all maladies, cases of which were apparently increasing  at a prodig ious rate worldwide. In this accessible history of science and
medicine, Marcus exposes the complex story of the eHorts made from 1875 throug h 1915 to first conquer and, failing  that, to control cancer-a
dual approach that remains in force to this day. He reveals the messiness of real-time scientific research, tracing  the repeated lurches of
promise, discoveries of hope, and the inevitable despair that always followed. Other barriers existed to the research, such as inconsistency in
test standards and inter-laboratory competition and mistrust. Researchers approached cancer from such disparate specialties as clinical
medicine, zoolog y, botany, chemistry, nutrition, bacteriolog y, patholog y, and microbiolog y. Althoug h they came from diverse fields, each
steadfastly maintained that cancer operated in an analog ous fashion to other bacteriolog ical diseases. Virtually every country and a slew of
various clinicians and investig ators wag ed this first war on cancer, operating  in remarkably diverse scientific venues. Cancer laboratories and
hospitals, as well as org anizations like the American Cancer...
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