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upon him. You know our family came in with the Conquest. And now we rank among traders, putin Ada roguishly. Not exactly that. Papa is one
of the merchant princes of Liverpool, and so is Mr. Huntingdon. We are not in the class of traders in the common acceptation of the term. Well,
if we are not common traders and shopkeepers, we get our money by merchandise, which is only an extended form of trading. And as to
boasting that our family came in with the Conqueror, | should rather feel glad to hold my peace on that little episode, seeing that William and
his Normans were a band of robbers and cruel oppressors. No great honour that, to be counted among such a rapacious horde! Mrs.
Huntingdon looked simply shocked. The idea of tracing her descent from the Norman, had always seemed to her unanswerable; but to hear
these ancient worthies stigmatized as thieves and robbers, was more than sho had bargained for. Ada Lee, | am ashamed of you! There is not
a titled aristocrat in the three kingdoms but is proud to trace his descent from the Norman Conquest! You must have taken leave of your
senses! Don t you see that it proves the long respectability and antiquity of one s family We are not of mushroom growth! Ada thought within
herself that if Edward Telford were...
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