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dominion. It is therefore something  of a paradox that the history of Turkey and aspects of the identity and role of the Turks, both as Muslims
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battle of Hasting s. Manzikert destroyed the hold of Christian Byzantium on eastern Turkey and opened the whole country to the spread of
Islam, a process completed with the fall of Constantinople and Trebizond some four centuries later. Translations and a close analysis of all the
extant Muslim sources -- both Arabic and Persian -- which deal with the battle of Manzikert are provided in the book. It also looks at these
writing s as literary works and vehicles of relig ious ideolog y and analyses the ong oing  confrontation between the Muslim Turks and Christian
Europe and the importance of Manzikert in the formation of the modern state of Turkey since 1923.
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