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Excerpt: ... 11 rorism, our No. 1 priority. For example, 1. 2 billion supports Af-ghan reconstruction efforts, security efforts, and democracy build-
ing. More than 5. 7 billion provides assistance to countries around the world who have joined us in the war on terrorism. And 3. 5 billion
indirectly supports the war on terrorism by strengthening our ability to respond to emergencies and conflict situations. Fi-nally, 190 million is
aimed at expanding democracy in the greater Middle East, which is crucial if we are ever to attack successfully the motivation to terrorism. Mr.

Chairman, two of the greatest challenges confronting us today are the reconstruction of Iraq and Afghanistan, and let me first turn to Iraq. The
Coalition Provisional Authority and the Iraqi Governing Council have made great strides in the areas of security, economic stability, and
growth, as well as in democratization. Iragi security forces now comprise more than half of the total security forces in the country. In addition,
the Coalition Provisional Authority has established a new Iraqi Army, issued a new currency, and refurbished and equipped schools and
hospitals. As you know, the CPA is taking steps to return sovereignty to the Iraqi people this summer. Much work remains to be done. Working

with our coalition part-ners, we will continue to train Iraqi police, border guards, and Civil Defense Corps, and the army in order to ensure the
countrys secu-rity as we effect a timely transition to democratic self-governance and a stable future. At the same...
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