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principles that he might maintain them. More than all men, or at least as much as any man, he was attached to the general government and to
the union of the states. His feelings and opinions all ran in that direction. A question of constitutional law was, of all subjects, that one which
was best suited to his talents and learning. Aloof from technicalities and unfettered by artificial rules, such a question gave opportunity for that
deep and clear analysis, that mighty grasp of principle, which so much distinguished his higher efforts. His very statement was argument. His
inference seemed demonstration. The earnestness of his own convie tion wrought conviction in others. One was convinced and believed and
assented because it was gratifying, delightful, to think, to feel and believe, Il l unison with an intellect of such evident superiority. It is Webster
himself, the orator, lawyer, and statesman, who is here painted by his own hand in a portrait for which Dexter sat, but of which none but
Webster could fill the outlines. We are to look at Webster the orator. It is the most attractive if not the most important character in which he
appeared. Webster s greatest power was the power ofspeech. As an orator he won his highest triumphs, and as an orator he will be longest
remembered. His pre-eminence as a lawyer and statesman was largely due to...
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