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Demand *****.Excerpt from Sentence and Theme: Composition for the First Year of Hig h School Eng lish is so new a subject, the teaching  of
composition has been done with such a variety of new and old theories, that we teachers are perplexed by the multifariousness of counsel.
There is a wide diversity of judg ment about each element of composition-teaching . As to spelling , we may be urg ed to teach 5,000 words in
the g rades or only 500 in hig h school or to attend mostly to 100 demons ; we may be told that troubles are larg ely oral or that oral diIiculties
are a small minority; we may be advised to teach spelling  every day or not to worry much about spelling  in themes. Grammar is insisted on in
one quarter as vitally necessary; in another it is taboo. Punctuation is everywhere called for, but is said by many authorities to be a. matter of
instinct, hardly reducible to definite rules for teaching  pupils definite knowledg e. Parag raphs are like g eometrical propositions to one text-
maker, and are larg ely a feeling  for appearance to some who actually write books. School themes should be org anized - many textbooks
imply - with an introduction and a conclusion; they should beg in and end without those appurtenances is the judg ment of many journalists
and authors. Even more perplexing  than contrary opinions about each of these subjects is the lack of g uidance in correlating  them. How much
of the virtue of a theme inheres in g ood spelling ? Is a g rammatical error worse than a misspelling  or less heinous than a bit of poor diction?
What direct relation has g rammar to composition as a whole? to punctuation in particular?...
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