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is sent to kill me. The courier, transporting a fabulous necklace, wisely decides to break his journey at an Inn to assess the situation. Indeed he
is being followed and reasons he is safer here than on the open road. However he and his mission are doomed and the necklace is lost. The
Tears of the Madonna is a historical mystery novel featuring Leonardo da Vinci as a reluctant detective in the vein of Sherlock Holmes. The
setting of the novel is Mantua Italy in the court of Isabella d Este who has invited Leonardo to paint her portrait. The Mantuan court is famous
for moral depravity, political intrigue and extreme decadence (well it is Italy in the Renaissance) and Leonardo is hesitant but ultimately
accepts the commission. When Leonardo and Niccolo arrive they learn a fabulous necklace, Tears of the Madonna has mysteriously
disappeared. The Marquesa had sent the necklace to Venice as payment for a loan. Both the necklace and the courier have vanished. Isabella
is furious and suspects a conspiracy among her agents. Isabella s pet dwarfs, act as spies in the castle and they are directed to discover which
of her agents may have kept the necklace. One of the agents is found dead, a supposed suicide; another has apparently fallen from a tower
window; and a third Ser Ottaviano Cristani, Isabella s Janus assassin, is stricken with fever and a terrible cough. Ottaviano comes to Leonardo
for help and is given herbs to help the cough. When he doesn t get better Leonardo discovers...
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