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Ray Society, United King dom, 2010. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 296 x 210 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Desmids are
freshwater g reen alg ae appearing  to be a pair of joined cells (hence their name derived from the Greek desmos meaning  a bond or chain) but
in fact made up of two characteristic half cells (semicells). They have considerable diversity in their external morpholog y and are the larg est of
the unicellular plants, allowing  them to be easily handled and cultured. This enables their use in studies of morphog enesis, physiolog y and
g enetics. Desmids have very considerable morpholog ical variability (polymorphism) and a g iven species can exhibit a rang e of g rowth forms.
Consequently, many forms have been g iven taxonomic status by earlier workers. This volume provides descriptions which take into account
adequately the rang e of variation that can be expected for each species in the populations studied by the authors; unlike the descriptions, in
many cases, provided by earlier workers. This volume has been produced to reflect the considerable chang es in desmid taxonomy and
systematics tog ether with the additional knowledg e now available on desmid distribution and ecolog y in the British Isles. It provides
dichotomous keys for the identification of the 100 or more species and varieties of the 7 saccoderm (the subfamily Mesotaenoideae) and 4
placoderm g enera (from the families Peniaceae and Closteriaceae) described, tog ether with information on their distribution and ecolog y in
the British Isles. The introductory material deals with the recent chang es in desmid taxonomy and systematics, the habitats where desmids
occur tog ether with collection, preservation and examination methods.
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