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United States. Excerpt: ... ATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE Senator Gregg. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Medical privacy is an issue that affects every American, and yet prior to the passage of HIPAA in
1996, there was no Federal structure or law in place that would ensure that our medical
information remains private. HHS has been working for several years to develop comprehensive
rules that govern the use and disclosure of protected health information. This is no easy task,
given the complexity and fragmentation of our health care system, including the fact that our
private health care insurance system is employment-based and dependent upon a system of
third party payers. | would like to commend the administration for proposing significant
improvements to the rules. These changes provide important clarifications that will aid in
implementation and compliance. Moreover, these changes will prevent the unnecessary and
cl} DOWNLOAD PDF harmful disruption of a patients care that would have occurred under the existing rules, a very
important point. Although the proposed rule would clarify orimprove several different
provisions, the most...
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