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Illinois, 1859 Christian courtesy and watchful respect. The Psalms which once echoed among the hills and valleys of Palestine, as the feet of the
people travelled Zionward - the gushing tones of David s yeaming for religious fellowship, or lament for the depriva tion of it - the burning love
for Jerusalem, which prefers that the tongue should be dumb and the arm palsied rather than her weal and woe forgotten - these are guides
to our aspirations, even as in the prayer of prayers we lift ourselves to the angels for the standard of obedience. We need not forget that their
altar fire, as our own must be, was kindled with clouds of smoke, and many a gust of human passion to disturb and scatter it. The private and
national history shows that they were men of like passions with ourselves, and that the practical result might be imperfect and discord ant. But
the grand ideal was to them as a sun and shield. The obligation and privilege of the annual festival grouped them closer around God, and
merged the selfish littleness of the individual in the common honor as His chosen, and the jealous relation to His glory. We all feel the desire
for more representative unity and what a load would be taken from our hearts if all that name the name of Christ stood confessed in the one
Lord, one faith, one baptism. But we now only reach the conception as an abstraction, and feel it mostin our distinctive associations, as...
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