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DGM Publishing. Paperback. Condition: New. 308 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.7in.The East Side of Addiction tells the story of how drug

addiction ravaged a working class immigrant enclave in Worcester, Massachusetts and the close-knit group of young friends who lived

thereand how several of the lucky ones managed to survive. Raised on the East Side, Jack, Hank and Jim JD learned to idolize not the
hardworking citizens of the neighborhood, but the thugs who ran gambling and loan operations for mobsters. Still, they might have escaped
lives of crime but for one thing: addiction. In the late 1960s, drugs took the East Side by storm. There, drugs found a neighborhood weakened
by the collapse of traditional culture and a group of young people struggling with Americas cultural upheaval and the pain of adolescence.
When Jack discovered alcohol, he found a way to overcome his shyness and find his place in the group. And for JD, the first taste of
prescription cough medicine stolen from his parents medicine cabinet eased the pain of his fathers abandonment. Hank discovered gambling
and drugs as a way to fit in. These ventures soon led to addiction, but Jack and JD were not alone. Beside them were their childhood friends
from the East Side. As they descended into heroin and prescription opiate addiction, these young men, with names like Fudgie and Kid Paz,

Stevie the Sailor, and The Crusher completely lost control of their lives. As the parents of the East Side watched helplessly, their children
became hardened criminals. JD moved from selling stolen cigarettes and busting open vending machines to ripping off pimps and consorting
with the kingpins of the Vegas Mob. Jack, and Hank, along with other East Side kids smuggled loads of marijuana and cocaine from Mexico
and South America....
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