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Print on Demand *****.An excerpt from the first chapter: Early Settlements and Settlers. The Colony of New York was unlike any of the other
colonies and states in the manner of its early settlement and the character of its land holdings. When the Dutch West Indies Company began
the settlement of the vast territory, which eventually shrank to the Colony of New York, it conveyed great tracts of land to patroons, who had
to furnish a certain number of settlers to make good their title. Within the limits of their grants these patroons had great and autocratic powers.
When the English took over the colony all these grants were confirmed and eventually erected into manors. For years the English continued to
grant great tracts of land as manors. In this way Long Island, Westchester County, and the Hudson Valley to a point above Troy were settled.
The difference between ordinary grants of land, such as were made later in the Colony of New York and in other colonies, and manorial grants
was legally a technical but in reality a very real one. The Lord of the Manor had autocratic power over his tenants within the Manor; he held
courts, civil and criminal; he could punish his tenants as he had The high justice, the middle justice and the low. In fact, generally speaking, he
stood between his tenantry and the colonial or home government. Since the 13th century, there have been no manors erected in England.
There were no others in this country except a few small ones in Maryland and one doubtful one in New England, and perhaps one ortwo in the
south The grantees or lords of these manors built...
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