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Nag ar, considered the doyen among  Hindi novelists today, wrote Bhookh (Hung er) way back in
1946, provoked by the war time famine in pre-partition Beng al. Since then, it has been hailed by
readers and critics alike as a modern classic of Hindi literature. The novel is centred round
Panchu Gopal Mukherjee, the headmaster of a villag e school, which he himself had built and
maintained. It is throug h the eyes, feeling s, thoug hts and memories of Mukherjee that the
horrors of the g reat famine are delineated. The villag e is g etting  slowly deserted with the living
skeletons slowly mig rating  in all directions and slowly dying  on the roadside. Hung er is
ravishing  the land with predatory birds and animals g org ing  on dead bodies. Yet the local
zamindar and the leading  trader are least affected. In fact, they are thriving , helping  the war
effort and co-operating  with local authorities. Mukherjee himself is reduced to penury,
wondering  whether to sell off the few ornaments left in the house or the furniture of his beloved
school. He sees all round unbearable sig hts his brother misbehaving  with his own wife, the
carpenter?s widow selling  her body, the...
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This book will never be straig htforward to start on looking  at but extremely exciting  to read. I actually have read throug h and that i am sure that i am
g oing  to g onna g o throug h once more ag ain in the future. I am happy to explain how this is the very best book i have read throug h in my individual
lifestyle and may be he best publication for at any time.
-- Es tre lla  Ho we  DV M-- Es tre lla  Ho we  DV M

It in a sing le of the most popular publication. Sure, it really is eng ag e in, still an interesting  and amazing  literature. Your life period will be chang e the
instant you full reading  this book.
-- Abe l O 'Ko n Sr.-- Abe l O 'Ko n Sr.
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