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wives who, for some unusual reason, had determined to make a voyag e across the Pacific; but, on closer observation, one would have been
more apt to suppose that they belong ed to the families of prosperous tradesmen in some little country town, where, besides the art of rural
housewifery, there would be opportunities of becoming  acquainted in some deg ree with the ways and manners of the outside world. They
were not of that order of persons who g eiierally take first-class passag es on steamships, but the stateroom occupied by Mrs. Leeks and Mrs. A
leshine was one of the best in the vessel; and althoug h they kept very much to themselves, and showed no desire for the company or notice
of the other passeng ers, they evidently considered themselves quite as g ood as any one else, and with as much rig ht to voyag e to any part of
the world in any manner or style which pleased them. Mrs. Leeks was a rather tall woman, larg e-boned and muscular, and her well-browned
countenance g ave indications of that conviction of superiority which g radually g rows up in the minds of those who for a long  time have had
absolute control of the destinies of a state, or the multifarious aIairs of a country household. Mrs. A leshine was somewhat young er than her
friend, somewhat shorter, and a g reat deal fatter. She had the same air of reliance upon her individual worth that characterized Mrs.
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