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Random House, 2008. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer Service! Summary: In Stradivari's
Genius , Toby Faber charted the fascinating course of some of the world's most prized musical instruments. Now, in this enthralling new book,
he tells the story of objects that are, to many, the pinnacle of the jeweler's art: the Faberg imperial eggs. The Easter presents that Russia's last
two czars gave to their czarinas have become synonymous with privilege, beauty, and an almost provocative uselessness. They are perhaps
the most redolent symbols of the old empire's phenomenal craftsmanship, of the decadence of its court, and of the upheavals that brought
about its inevitable downfall. Faberg's Eggs is the first book to recount the remarkable story of these masterpieces, taking us from the
circumstances that inspired each egg's design, through their disappearance in the trauma of revolution, to their eventual reemergence in the
global marketplace. In 1885, Carl Faberg created a seemingly plain white egg for Czar Alexander Il to give to his beloved wife, Marie
Fedorovna. It was the surprises hidden inside that made it special: a diamond miniature of the Imperial crown and a ruby pendant. This gift
began a tradition that would last for more than three decades: lavishly extravagant eggs commemorating public events that, in retrospect,
seem little more than staging posts on the march to revolution. Above all, the eggs illustrate the attitudes that would ultimately lead to the
downfall of the Romanovs: their apparent indifference to the poverty that choked their country, their preference for style over substance, and,
during the reign of Nicholas I, their all-consuming concern with the health of the czarevitch Alexis, the sickly heir to the thronea preoccupation
that would propel them toward Rasputin and the doom of the dynasty. More...
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