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***** Even when Peter Crane was a baby boy, with eyes the color of the chicory flowers that grow by the wayside along New England roads,
and hair that rivaled the Blessed Damosel s in being yellow like ripe corn, he was of an adventurous disposition. His innocent face was never
so devoid of guile, his winning smile never so cherubic as when he remarked that he would jes run froo the front gate a minyit, and the next
instant he was out of sight. Far afield his roving spirit led him, and much scurrying was needed on the part of nurse or mother to bring him
back. At four he achieved a pair of most wonderful russet-topped boots, -aye, even with straps to lift himself over a fence, if a fence came his
way. And these so accentuated and emphasized his world-faring inclinations that he came to be known as Peter Boots. The name stuck, for
Peter was always ready to boot it, and all through his school and college days he led his willing mates wherever he listed. He stalked forth
and they followed; and, as he stopped not for brake and stayed not for stone, the boys who eagerly trailed Peter Boots became sturdy
fellows.
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